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Problem Description:  Design an interface for a scholarship search website.  Give a 

description of why you placed things the way you did, as well as considerations taken during the design of the site.

Time taken to design the site: Approximately 3.5 hours.  Most of this time was taken in 

creating images in Adobe Photoshop for the site, and the 

actual coding (done by hand in Windows Notepad).

Page Layout:
In starting this assignment, I wanted to create a logo that would reflect the 

intentions of the site.  I found one doing a google search for “mortar board.”  The image that I chose had a mortar board graduation style hat with a purple tassel and a diploma rolled up underneath.  I put this logo in the upper left hand corner of the site layout.  In order to offer a good transition into the page, I chose to surround the mortar board with half of an elipse.  The top of it was square, to match the square parts of the mortar board whereas the bottom was rounded to match the curvature of the diploma.  I had to choose a color scheme for the page and after the discussion in class on the colors red and yellow, I chose red as a background so that it would not overpower the page content.  I chose yellow for the primary text color for the logo and to emphasize the logo.  I also added a blue stripe to the banner to give some added emphasis.  In keeping with the square and rounded transitions, I made the bottom of the red layout curved and also had a curvature into where the red layout met the white page in the upper left corner.  At the upper right, I left the banner square.  I also used buttons in an ellipse shape with a red outside, a blue inside and Yellow text on top of the blue ellipse in the button center.

Primary Search Page:
The page only has a few navigational features with which to deal, 

hopefully making it easy to learn.  There is a State drop down box, and an institution drop down box.  The assumption being that the user will without much thinking, be able to tell that the State drop down box will be used to select the state in which the institution is and the institution being the college he/she wishes to attend.  Clicking the Search button would allow the user to then see available scholarships for the institution chosen.  Of course, this is a very simple search and might provide more hits than what the user wishes to see, so I provided an advanced search option to retrieve more relevant information.  The user would reach this by clicking the Advanced button.  The help button would offer users a popup window that would give tips on the buttons and form fields and explain what their purposes are.  Finally at the bottom, I have contact and copyright information for the site.  This is not a vital component of the interface, but I normally put this information on all the websites I design.

Advanced Search Page:
This page allows the user to get more relevant information on scholarships specifically pertaining to the information, which they provide.  There are hundreds of scholarships available based on many factors, last name, household income, parental employment/education, race, religion, sex, academic, athletic, and musical affiliations, and the list goes on and on.  For simplicity’s sake, I only chose a subset of these fields for interface demonstration.  I labeled the fields as appropriate tried to align them such that the interface looked aesthetically pleasing.

Disability considerations: 
I tried to make the text easy to read by making the fonts as large as I could to aid those visually impaired.  Though I did not take the time to do it on this assignment, I normally make sure that all images have Alt text so people with screen readers can get information from the images they can’t see.

User considerations: 
I refrained from using animations on the page, as those tend to be distracting to someone reading text.  I’ve been told that the #1 rule of web design is “Blink is evil.”  And I try to keep this in mind when designing.  However, interaction with the user is generally a good thing.  Users normally appreciate it when a page reacts to what they click on giving them a little feedback that what they clicked actually is working.  For this reason I normally add some interaction features like image roll overs and status bar text.  This provides some movement to draw the user’s attention to the object that moved, but not enough to be distracting, plus it reaffirms the user that his actions are actually doing something.

User testing:
Though it wasn’t a requirement for the assignment, I wanted to feel good about my design and so I took it a printout of both the opening page and the advanced page to my mother.  While I love her dearly, she often annoys me by her lack of computer literacy (to this day she can’t attach photos to her e-mail, and has to have me do it).  Of course, I also paused to think that maybe this is due to some serious interface design flaw in Microsoft’s Hotmail layout, however, that is a topic for another day.  I handed her my printouts and asked “If you saw this webpage, would you know what to do with it?”  Her assessment was that she immediately figured out what the state and institution buttons do on the main page, and that you have to click search to get results.  She was a little baffled by the advanced button, until I showed her the advanced search page.   She also caught on to this page as well, saying that she would fill in the information, and gave me an example of the information she would fill in for each blank.
